Relative Hardware and Software Used in Different Job Areas
Relevant Hardware and Software in Law Enforcement
The Police National Computer (PNC)
This provides rapid access to information of national as well as local significance to all the police forces in the United Kingdom.  The various computers in this network are connected over a wide area network over wired and wireless transmission media such as telephone lines and broadband connections.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Computerised Fingerprint Index
Fingerprinting is the science of using the patterns of ridges on our fingertips for identification purposes.  It is a biometric system. They used to be compared manually but now many police forces use a computerised system designed to store and match the prints.
Relevant Hardware and Software in Business
Laser Scanning
The objectives of the barcode scanning system are to improve the service to customers and to increase company productivity and profits. The scanning system uses a laser beam to read the barcode on the goods. As the barcode passes through the scanner the number is read and the specifications of the good is obtained and an itemised receipt is produced.
Electronic Data Interchange
This is the electronic interchange of business information using standardised formats.  It allows one company to send information to another company electronically
Relevant Hardware and Software in Science and Technology
Body Scanners
Magnetic, Radioactive and Electromagnetic techniques of scanning the body for diseases and to produce detailed images of the body’s soft tissue and bones.
Patients Records
Most hospitals now store patients’’ records on magnetic tapes or disks.  Inpatients’ records are kept on magnetic disk.  This method allows quicker access because it is a random access storage medium.  These records will be needed more that outpatient records.  Outpatients’ records contain a large quantity of information that may not be used regularly so they are stored on magnetic tapes which have a slower access time.

Relevant Hardware and Software in Education
E-learning
The delivery of learning, training or education program by electronic means.  This involves the use of a computer or electronic device to provide materials for learning. Courses are offered on the Web to individual learners.
Special Needs
People with particular educational requirements benefit from various hardware and software that have become available for them to communicate and learn in schools.  For example, blind people are able to use Braille keyboards to input data into the computer.  There are also printers that can print the braille raised dots onto paper and monitors with raised pins which can be read.
Relevant hardware and Software in Music
Recording Studios
The use of computers in recording studios has considerably speeded up the recording process.  Studios use tapeless recording with the music initially stored digitally in the RAM of the computer.  For permanent storage the music is stored on the computer’s hard disk.
Synthesisers
This is an electronic musical instrument that generates electric signals that are converted to sound through instrument amplifiers, speakers or headphones.
Relevant Hardware and Software in Recreation
The Internet
This is a global computer network providing a variety of information and communication facilities, consisting of interconnected networks using standardized communication protocols.
Gaming
A game played by electronically manipulating images produced by a computer program on a monitor or other display. Video games can be played using many devices like joysticks, keyboards and mouses.
